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Bath Accessories

Brief: Develop 2 new lines (wire 
and plastic) of bath accessories 
for mass market, big-box retail.

To develop these lines, we exam-
ined current market offerings and 
their online reviews to find holes 
in this category. We designed a 
number of concepts that either 
addressed existing issues or 
introduced new features, while 
maintaining competitive pricing in 
production. We presented these 
concepts to research panels 
which yielded our chosen design 
for the flagship item in each 
category. Off of those flagships, 
we broadened the line offering.
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Bath Accessories

Brief: Develop 2 new lines (wire 
and plastic) of bath accessories 
for mass market, big-box retail.

Stage 1:
Review current offerings to find 
opportunities for improvement, 
product holes, and use cases.
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For Concept only. Confidential and proprietary property of HPI, Inc. 2012. 

Shower Caddy - Concept 8a

MODIFIED EXISTING FRAME
- WIDER FRAME WITH LARGER
GUAGE OUTER WIRE
- ADDED LOOPS ON BASE

MODULAR RE-DESIGNED BASKETS
- EACH WORK WITH SUCTION CUPS

For Concept only. Confidential and proprietary property of HPI, Inc. 2012. 

Shower Basket - Concept 8

CUTOUTS FOR
POUF OR RAZORS

SIDE SOAP POCKETS

For Concept only. Confidential and proprietary property of HPI, Inc. 2012. 

ANGLED SIDES KEEP
BOTTLES IN PLACE

HOLE FOR
BOTTLE INVERSION

ANGLED EASY REACH 
SOAP DISH

BIG MOUTH WINDOW
ALLOWS FOR EASY

REACH OF SOAP DISH

Shower Basket - Concept 6a

For Concept only. Confidential and proprietary property of HPI, Inc. 2012. 

Shower Caddy - Concept 7
Bath Accessories

Brief: Develop 2 new lines (wire 
and plastic) of bath accessories 
for mass market, big-box retail.

Stage 2:
Ideating and Iterating
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Bath Accessories

Brief: Develop 2 new lines (wire 
and plastic) of bath accessories 
for mass market, big-box retail.

Stage 3:
Consumer Surveys
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Bath Accessories

Brief: Develop 2 new lines (wire 
and plastic) of bath accessories 
for mass market, big-box retail.

Stage 4:
Prepare Engineering Files
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Bath Accessories

Brief: Develop 2 new lines (wire 
and plastic) of bath accessories 
for mass market, big-box retail.

Stage 5:
Production



Home Products International Gabriel Prero | Industrial Design 

Bath Accessories

Brief: Develop 2 new lines (wire 
and plastic) of bath accessories 
for mass market, big-box retail.

Stage 6:
Line Extension
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Durabilt Board
Brief: Develop an ironing board 
whose front legs spread wide 
while opening to deliver a more 
stable board.

Through consumer research, HPI 
ascertained that the #1 concern 
of ironing board users is stability. 
To address that issue, we worked 
with an engineering group to 
develop a mechanism to deploy 
the front legs up to 16” wider to 
enhance stability, yet maintain a 
typical footprint when closed.

While the basic concept was 
delivered from the engineering 
group, the entire concept needed 
to be designed, and prepared for 
production, in a way that would 
work with HPI’s current produc-
tion facilities.

Working with an outside engi-
neer, our overseas vendor, and 
our domestic production team, I 
designed over a dozen new 
components to work with many 
existing tooled parts, all to fit well 
into the assembly line at our 
domestic manufacturing facility.

The board features legs that 
spread to increase stability by 
40%, leveling front feat, non-slip 
feet, a integrated carry-handle, a 
telescoping front spreader, soft 
touch release lever, and a multi-
use iron rest.
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Laundry Accessories

Brief: Develop new products to fill 
potential holes in Bed Bath and 
Beyond’s laundry care offering.

BBB has lots of crazy stuff. As 
people we have interviewed 
said, “you think of something you 
need, and bam, they have some-
thing for that.” Needless to say, 
finding holes in their product 
offering is not instant. We con-
ducted brainstorm sessions to find 
what irks people about laundry, 
and we found that dryer sheets 
are really bereft of products to 
address their use.

The dryer ball sheet keeper 
serves a dual function. It acts as a 
dryer ball, and for those who 
simply can’t do without a scented 
dryer sheet, it’ll hold it in place, 
making sure it never makes it 
inside your pant legs.

The sheet dispenser is your new 
home for that Bounce box. As 
more people move laundry 
centers to higher profile areas in 
their home, be it main floors, 
kitchens, or mudrooms, there is a 
desire to keep things neat and 
tidy. The magnetic dispenser 
holds your standard box of dryer 
sheets, with silicone co-molded 
flaps to keep it fresh, and keeps 
them handy wherever on your 
dryer you choose to mount them.

For Concept only. Confidential and propietary property of Home Products International © 2013. 

Dryer Sheet Dryer Ball
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Light Touch Punch

Brief: Develop a better way to empty the chips 
from the Light Touch punch, an office staple (pun 
intended).

I explored a variety of approaches to the base of 
the punch, ultimately leading to a removable 
drawer concept. The finger grip of the drawer was 
designed to fit fingers nicely, fit with the classic 
Swingline ellipse, and mold easily.
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Laundry Accessories

Brief: Develop new products to fill 
potential holes in Bed Bath and 
Beyond’s laundry care offering.

BBB has lots of crazy stuff. As 
people we have interviewed 
said, “you think of something you 
need, and bam, they have some-
thing for that.” Needless to say, 
finding holes in their product 
offering is not instant. We con-
ducted brainstorm sessions to find 
what irks people about laundry, 
and we found that dryer sheets 
are really bereft of products to 
address their use.

The dryer ball sheet keeper 
serves a dual function. It acts as a 
dryer ball, and for those who 
simply can’t do without a scented 
dryer sheet, it’ll hold it in place, 
making sure it never makes it 
inside your pant legs.

The sheet dispenser is your new 
home for that Bounce box. As 
more people move laundry 
centers to higher profile areas in 
their home, be it main floors, 
kitchens, or mudrooms, there is a 
desire to keep things neat and 
tidy. The magnetic dispenser 
holds your standard box of dryer 
sheets, with silicone co-molded 
flaps to keep it fresh, and keeps 
them handy wherever on your 
dryer you choose to mount them.

For Concept only. Confidential and propietary property of Home Products International © 2013. 

Dryer Sheet Dryer Ball
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Light Touch Punch

Brief: Develop a better way to empty the chips 
from the Light Touch punch, an office staple (pun 
intended).

I explored a variety of approaches to the base of 
the punch, ultimately leading to a removable 
drawer concept. The finger grip of the drawer was 
designed to fit fingers nicely, fit with the classic 
Swingline ellipse, and mold easily.
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Petal Serveware

Brief: Develop a serving piece that’s 
versatile, flexible, and can sit with 
many of tag’s seasonal and year 
round collections.

For this set, step one was geometry. To 
execute the concept as intended, the 
set had to be configurable in any of a 
number of ways, and look like it was 
intended to be in those configurations. 
The items needed to nest as well to 
meet shipping requirements.
The Petal set looks great set up as a 
flower with spring collections, as a 
wreath for holiday, and always looks 
great as a long table “S” curve center-
piece.
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Technical packaging

While designing at TricorBraun, I was 
often looked to for solutions to some of 
the more technical challenges that 
came to our group.

The EZ Scoop solves the problem of 
sinking scoops in powdered items, like 
protein powder or baby formula. 
Using easy-to-mold bumps in the finish 
coupled with a custom shaped scoop, 
the scoop can now live at the top of 
the bottle, even when using a heat 
seal.

When Sally Hansen introduced a new 
hair removal cream, they wanted a 
package that would stand out while 
being innovative. Their new bottle 
incorporates the spatula accessory in 
the side of the bottle, in a way that 
does not complicate tooling, and will 
keep the spatula in place even when 
in the shower.

Prero Design LLC Gabriel Prero | Industrial Design 

Start-Ups

In my personal consultancy, I 
specialize in helping the little 
guys get off the ground.

Loft 312 approached me to turn 
their engineering concept into a 
designed object of desire. The 
Loop dispenses dog poop bags 
with a locking slot mechanism, 
and handily connects to leashes, 
all while hiding it’s, um, dirty job.

Cephius LLC came to me with a 
rough idea for an earbud cord 
wrangler. To help stand out in a 
saturated market, I developed the 
Theta to accommodate any 
earbuds, and the middle bar acts 
as a handle to use when wrap-
ping, a strap grab, and the entire 
unit also serves as a phone stand 
for iPhones 4-5s.
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Light Touch Punch

Brief: Develop a better way to empty the chips 
from the Light Touch punch, an office staple (pun 
intended).

I explored a variety of approaches to the base of 
the punch, ultimately leading to a removable 
drawer concept. The finger grip of the drawer was 
designed to fit fingers nicely, fit with the classic 
Swingline ellipse, and mold easily.
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Petal Serveware

Brief: Develop a serving piece that’s 
versatile, flexible, and can sit with 
many of tag’s seasonal and year 
round collections.

For this set, step one was geometry. To 
execute the concept as intended, the 
set had to be configurable in any of a 
number of ways, and look like it was 
intended to be in those configurations. 
The items needed to nest as well to 
meet shipping requirements.
The Petal set looks great set up as a 
flower with spring collections, as a 
wreath for holiday, and always looks 
great as a long table “S” curve center-
piece.
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Technical packaging

While designing at TricorBraun, I was 
often looked to for solutions to some of 
the more technical challenges that 
came to our group.

The EZ Scoop solves the problem of 
sinking scoops in powdered items, like 
protein powder or baby formula. 
Using easy-to-mold bumps in the finish 
coupled with a custom shaped scoop, 
the scoop can now live at the top of 
the bottle, even when using a heat 
seal.

When Sally Hansen introduced a new 
hair removal cream, they wanted a 
package that would stand out while 
being innovative. Their new bottle 
incorporates the spatula accessory in 
the side of the bottle, in a way that 
does not complicate tooling, and will 
keep the spatula in place even when 
in the shower.
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Start-Ups

In my personal consultancy, I 
specialize in helping the little 
guys get off the ground.

Loft 312 approached me to turn 
their engineering concept into a 
designed object of desire. The 
Loop dispenses dog poop bags 
with a locking slot mechanism, 
and handily connects to leashes, 
all while hiding it’s, um, dirty job.

Cephius LLC came to me with a 
rough idea for an earbud cord 
wrangler. To help stand out in a 
saturated market, I developed the 
Theta to accommodate any 
earbuds, and the middle bar acts 
as a handle to use when wrap-
ping, a strap grab, and the entire 
unit also serves as a phone stand 
for iPhones 4-5s.
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Laundry Accessories

Brief: Develop new products to fill 
potential holes in Bed Bath and 
Beyond’s laundry care offering.

BBB has lots of crazy stuff. As 
people we have interviewed 
said, “you think of something you 
need, and bam, they have some-
thing for that.” Needless to say, 
finding holes in their product 
offering is not instant. We con-
ducted brainstorm sessions to find 
what irks people about laundry, 
and we found that dryer sheets 
are really bereft or products to 
address their use.

The dryer ball sheet keeper 
serves a dual function. It acts as a 
dryer ball, and for those who 
simply can’t do without a scented 
dryer sheet, it’ll hold it in place, 
making sure it never makes it 
inside your pant legs.

The sheet dispenser is your new 
home for that Bounce box. As 
more people move laundry 
centers to higher profile areas in 
their home, be it main floors, 
kitchens, or mudrooms, there is a 
desire to keep things neat and 
tidy. The magnetic dispenser 
holds your standard box of dryer 
sheets, with silicone co-molded 
flaps to keep it fresh, and keeps 
them handy wherever on your 
dryer you choose to mount them.

For Concept only. Confidential and propietary property of Home Products International © 2013. 

Dryer Sheet Dryer Ball
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Light Touch Punch

Brief: Develop a better way to empty the chips 
from the Light Touch punch, an office staple (pun 
intended).

I explored a variety of approaches to the base of 
the punch, ultimately leading to a removable 
drawer concept. The finger grip of the drawer was 
designed to fit fingers nicely, fit with the classic 
Swingline ellipse, and mold easily.

tag Gabriel Prero | Industrial Design 

Petal Serveware

Brief: Develop a serving piece that’s 
versatile, flexible, and can sit with 
many of tag’s seasonal and year 
round collections.

For this set, step one was geometry. To 
execute the concept as intended, the 
set had to be configurable in any of a 
number of ways, and look like it was 
intended to be in those configurations. 
The items needed to nest as well to 
meet shipping requirements.
The Petal set looks great set up as a 
flower with spring collections, as a 
wreath for holiday, and always looks 
great as a long table “S” curve center-
piece.

TricorBraun Gabriel Prero | Industrial Design 

More Packaging

And sometimes, the goal was just to 
look pretty.
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Start-Ups

In my personal consultancy, I 
specialize in helping the little 
guys get off the ground.

Loft 312 approached me to turn 
their engineering concept into a 
designed object of desire. The 
Loop dispenses dog poop bags 
with a locking slot mechanism, 
and handily connects to leashes, 
all while hiding it’s, um, dirty job.

Cephius LLC came to me with a 
rough idea for an earbud cord 
wrangler. To help stand out in a 
saturated market, I developed the 
Theta to accommodate any 
earbuds, and the middle bar acts 
as a handle to use when wrap-
ping, a strap grab, and the entire 
unit also serves as a phone stand 
for iPhones 4-5s.
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Light Touch Punch

Brief: Develop a better way to empty the chips 
from the Light Touch punch, an office staple (pun 
intended).

I explored a variety of approaches to the base of 
the punch, ultimately leading to a removable 
drawer concept. The finger grip of the drawer was 
designed to fit fingers nicely, fit with the classic 
Swingline ellipse, and mold easily.

tag Gabriel Prero | Industrial Design 

Petal Serveware

Brief: Develop a serving piece that’s 
versatile, flexible, and can sit with 
many of tag’s seasonal and year 
round collections.

For this set, step one was geometry. To 
execute the concept as intended, the 
set had to be configurable in any of a 
number of ways, and look like it was 
intended to be in those configurations. 
The items needed to nest as well to 
meet shipping requirements.
The Petal set looks great set up as a 
flower with spring collections, as a 
wreath for holiday, and always looks 
great as a long table “S” curve center-
piece.

TricorBraun Gabriel Prero | Industrial Design 

More Packaging

And sometimes, the goal was just to 
look pretty.

Prero Design LLC Gabriel Prero | Industrial Design 

Start-Ups

In my personal consultancy, I 
specialize in helping the little 
guys get off the ground.

Loft 312 approached me to turn 
their engineering concept into a 
designed object of desire. The 
Loop dispenses dog poop bags 
with a locking slot mechanism, 
and handily connects to leashes, 
all while hiding it’s, um, dirty job 
in a discreet form.

Cephius LLC came to me with a 
rough idea for an earbud cord 
wrangler. To help stand out in a 
saturated market, I developed the 
Theta to accommodate any 
earbuds, and the middle bar acts 
as a handle to use when wrap-
ping, a strap grab, and the entire 
unit also serves as a phone stand 
for iPhones 4-5s.
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The U-Step I Walking Stabilizer

4) After unfolding the unit,
user needed to also 

lock a lever on each side.

11) Cuing laser
just sat in

storage basket 

12) Rough protruding hardware 13) Flimsy office chair caster
not ideal for outdoor use

14) Extra supports

14) Extra supports

5) Tension adjustment was
an unlabeled round knob

mounted within the frame.

7) No place to pop unit
up to traverse obstacles

9 & 10) Lot of cables

The U-Step II Walking Stabilizer

Beefier, larger more durable casters for 
outdoor use, traversing bumps and 

high pile carpet.

Re-engineered spring 
loaded front wheel 

mechanism to prevent 
breakage,  and fits in a 

smaller package.

Spring loaded latch 
makes unlocking and 

unfolding an easy 
process. Also allows unit 

to lock automatically 
once unfolded, prevent-

ing the user from 
accidentally using the 
unit while unsecured.

Relocation of brake 
junction makes cable 

routing better to 
prevent snagging, and 
reduces the amount of 

cable used.

Recessed hardware prevents scratching and 
marring of walls and furniture.

Re-engineered 
folding mechanism 
eliminates the need 
to bend when 
folding, and 
eliminates the need 
for added structural 
supports.

Curving and 
looping design 
elements were 
incorporate 
throughout, 
bringing a cohesive 
look to the design.

Optional locks for 
spring loaded rear 
wheels and optional 
frame weights can be 
added for users in 
need to extreme 
rolling resistance.

Aluminum parts 
reduce weight.

Start-Ups

In-Step Mobility had a remark-
able product. The U-Step I Walk-
ing Stabilizer was a rolator 
beyond compare. It provided 
more protection, more stability, 
better maneuverability, and more 
adjustability than every other 
walker. It was easier to use, and 
safer. Especially for neurological 
patients, to which it was catered. 
But it wasn’t perfect. 

Working with In-Step, we 
pinpointed a robust list of issues 
with the current walker; some of 
which were and-aided over the 
years, others never addressed. 
Our goal was to rebuild it from 
the ground up, with 2 major 
limiting factors: it must look similar 
and be instantly recognizable to 
elderly patients averse to change, 
and it must share similar manufac-
turing methods.

The U-Step II, while looking very 
similar to the U-Step !, shares not 
a single part. It was totally 
re-engineered to deliver a more 
enjoyable, and safer experience 
both to patients and therapists 
alike.
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Start-Ups

In-Step Mobility had a remark-
able product. The U-Step I Walk-
ing Stabilizer was a rolator 
beyond compare. It provided 
more protection, more stability, 
better maneuverability, and more 
adjustability than every other 
walker. It was easier to use, and 
safer. Especially for neurological 
patients, to which it was catered. 
But it wasn’t perfect. 

Working with In-Step, we 
pinpointed a robust list of issues 
with the current walker; some of 
which were and-aided over the 
years, others never addressed. 
Our goal was to rebuild it from 
the ground up, with 2 major 
limiting factors: it must look similar 
and be instantly recognizable to 
elderly patients averse to change, 
and it must share similar manufac-
turing methods.

The U-Step II, while looking very 
similar to the U-Step !, shares not 
a single part. It was totally 
re-engineered to deliver a more 
enjoyable, and safer experience 
both to patients and therapists 
alike.

Reverse braking system 
ensures only intentional 

forward movement.

Ergonomic, height adjust-
able grips allow individual-

ized comfort

Lift and Fold system 
makes it easy to fold and 
stow the unit without 
having to bend over.

Adjustable back-
rest and arms 
allows for a 
comfortable, 
customized fit for 
every user.

Spring loaded front wheel 
allows easy and seamless 
traversing of bumps, cracks, 
and molding.

Curved rear frame with 
glow strips and spring 

loaded rear wheel allow 
unit to tip up while remain-
ing stable to traverse large 

obstacles.

Easy access laser and 
cuing module bring con-

trols to the user in a 
secure, durable housing

Linear tension control and 
tension guide allow for 
quick, easy, and even 

tension setting.

The U-Step II Walking Stabilizer
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